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      UNIT 9



           Dr. I. Ibokette 
Post-War America, 1945 to the Present: 

· The Cold War: External and Internal

· Counter Culture Movements

· Globalization and the New World Order
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Essential Questions: 
1. What factors led to the U.S.’s economic and military dominance after World War II?  How did the U.S. exercise that dominance globally?

2. Why did the Cold War begin and how did it influence the US at home?

3. How did containment lead to high points of tension in Korea, Cuba and Vietnam?

4. What were the tactics and achievements of the civil rights movement?

5. How did liberalism change the United States in the 1960s?

6. What factors led to the rise of conservatism and to what extent has that changed the country?

As always, please use the 5-step guidelines below in reading and taking notes on this unit.

Step 1: Pay attention to the “the large picture” or the central theme of the chapter and write 
down the titles of each unit, chapter and sub-headings/sections;

Step 2: Take notes on key points on the assigned chapters’ sub-sections; and pay particular 
attention to the key terms and names from the ID list (highlight/underline them). 

Step 3: Briefly answer the “study questions” listed at the end of each sub-section. Your answers 
should be in whatever form you find to be the most useful (complete sentences, bullet 
points, outline format, etc.)

Step 4: Thoughtfully answer the “essential unit questions” from the unit guide. Your responses 
to these questions should be typed (double-spaced). Each response should be 
approximately 250 words long (do not exceed one page for each question).

Step 5: Draw up a timeline of about 7-10 key events/developments from the assigned reading.
Chapter 27: The Cold War

Sub-Sections, Key Names and Terms, and Study Questions
a.  Setting the Stage 757
· “Looking Ahead”
i. What made growing tensions between the US and the Soviet Union evolve into the Cold War
ii. What was the theory of containment, and how did it drive US foreign policy and foreign interventions in the postwar era?
iii. Why did the US government and the American people believe that there was a threat of internal communist subversion?

b. Origins of the Cold War 758
a. spheres of influence

b. the Polish Question
c. Yalta Conference

d. the United Nations

e. the fate of Germany

f. the death of Roosevelt

Question: 

c.  The Collapse of the Peace 759
a. Potsdam Conference
b. Communist China 

c. the reconstruction of Japan

d. Containment policy

e. Truman Doctrine

f. George F. Kennan

g. Marshall Plan

h. National Security Act 1947

d. NSC 68

Questions: 
i. Describe the historiography of the origins of the Cold War. 

ii. To what extent were U.S. actions in the Cold War politically, economically or ideologically motivated?

iii. Why did the US pursue containment and how successful was this policy?
iv. What made the growing tension between the US and the Soviet Union to evolve into the Cold War?

v. What was the theory of containment, and how did it drive US foreign policy and foreign interventions in the postwar era?

vi. How did the Cold War build a culture of fear and conformity in the U.S. during the 1950s? 

e. American Society and Politics after the War 765
a. GI Bill of Rights

b. labor unrest

c. Fair Deal: rejected and revived
d. Taft-Hartley Act

e. the 1848 election

f. views on nuclear power

Questions:

How was the American economy changing in 1945-46? Use the GI Bill and Postwar Labor Unrest in your response.
f.  The Korean war
a. Korean “War”

b. Truman-MacArthur controversy

Questions:

g.  The Crusade against Subversion 772
a. HUAC & the Red Scare
b. Alger Hiss

c.  The McCarran Internal Security Act

d. Rosenbergs case

e. Joe McCarthy
f. Eisenhower and the 1948 election

Questions: 

i.   How did the Cold War build a culture of fear and conformity in the U.S. during the 1950s?

ii.   Read p. 774-775, “McCarthyism” and summarize the historiography of McCarthyism.

iii.   Read and summarize “the Decline of McCarthyism” on p. 800.
h. End-of-Chapter Review 774
·  Looking Back

·  Significant Events

Recall and Reflect, 657
g. A Timeline of seven to ten key events/developments
A. Chapter 28: The Affluent Society 
Sub-Sections, Key Names and Terms, and Study Questions
a. Setting the Stage, 779
· “Looking Ahead”

b. The Economic Miracle 780
1. “economic miracle”

2. Keynesian economics

3. union gains; AFL-CIO

4. Public Spending

5. Suburban growth

6. The postwar contract
Question: 
i.   Why did the US economy experience a boom between 1945 and 1960? How did this boom affect American society?
c. The Explosion of Science and Technology 782
1. Antibiotics

2. DDT

3. Sputnik
4. H-Bomb
5. Apollo

Questions: 
d. People of Plenty 786
1. Consumer culture

2. Federal Highway Act of 1956

3. Levittown

4. Fast Food

5. “The Suburban Family”

6. Dr. Spock
7. Effects of television on society
8. Echo Park

9. William H. Whyte, The Organization Man

10. The Beat Generation
11. Allen Ginsberg and Jack 

      Kerouac

12. Elvis Presley

Questions: 
i. How did the G.I. Bill, the automobile and television change American society during the 1950s?

e. The “Other America”
1. urban poverty and urban renewal
2. rural poverty

3. Black Rural Migration
Question:
f. The Rise of the Civil Rights Movement 796

1. Brown v. Board of Education 1954
2. Central High School, Little Rock, AR  

3. Rosa Parks

4. Montgomery bus boycott

5. MLK and nonviolent 

      disobedience

Questions:

i.    Why did the Civil Rights Movement rise when it did? Identify and explain several reasons.

ii. How do you account for the rise of the civil rights movement? What were the various strategies used by supporters and opponents of desegregation?

g. Eisenhower Republicanism 798
1. Army-McCarthy hearings

2. John Foster Dulles

3. liberation and roll back

4. massive retaliation and 

      brinksmanship

5. Suez crisis

6. Fidel Castro

7. Nikita Khrushchev

8. U-2 incident

Question:
h. Eisenhower, Dulles and the Cold War 800

Question:

i.    What were the main features of Eisenhower’s Cold War/foreign policy?

ii. Who were the leading domestic critics of the America of the 1950s? What were their major criticisms?

iii. What were the key features of Eisenhower’s domestic policy? To what extent was he a moderate republican?

iv. What were the main features of Eisenhower’s Cold War/foreign policy? 

i. End-of-Chapter Review 803
· Looking Back

·  Significant Events

Recall and Reflect, 681
i. A Timeline of seven to ten key events/developments
B. Chapter 29: Civil Rights, Vietnam, and the Ordeal of Liberalism
Sub-Sections, Key Names and Terms, and Study Questions

Sub-Sections

a. Setting the Stage 807
· “Looking Ahead”
i. What was the domestic reform agenda of Kennedy’s New Frontier, and how did Johnson’s Great Society Program continue and expand on that agenda?
ii. why did the civil rights movement become increasingly assertive and militant over the course of the 1960s?

iii. How did US involvement in Vietnam escalate through the 1960s? What were the political and social consequences of that escalation in both Vietnam and the United States?
b. Expanding the Liberal State 808
1. John F. Kennedy

2. New Frontier

3. Lyndon B. Johnson

4. Great Society

5. Medicare and Medicaid

6. Office of Econ Opportunity

7. Housing and Urban Dev
8. Immigration Act of 1965

Question:
c. The Battle for Racial Equality 811
1. lunch counter sit-ins

2. SNCC

3. Freedom Rides

4. March on Washington

5. Freedom Summer

6. Civil Rights Act, 1964

7. Voting Rights Act, 1965

8. de jure vs. de facto 

9. segregation

10. Watts riot

11. black power movement

12. Black Panther Party
13. Nation of Islam and

Questions: 

i.    Read and summarize the historiography of the “The Civil Rights Movement” on p. 812
ii.    What were the causes and major turning points of the civil rights movement? 
iii.    In what ways was the civil rights movement successful? In what ways was it unsuccessful?
iv.    How did the civil rights movement influence other social movements in the 1960s and 70s, and to what extent were these movements successful?

d. “Flexible Response” and the Cold War 817
Questions
1. flexible response

2. Peace Corps

3. Bay of Pigs invasion

4. Berlin Wall

5. Cuban Missile Crisis
6. the Dominican Republic
e. The Agony of Vietnam 819
1. Vietminh and Ho Chi Minh

2. Geneva Accords, 1954

3. Ngo Dinh Diem

4. NLF or Viet Cong

5. Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

6. strategy of attrition

Questions
i.   Read “The Vietnam Commitment” on p. 820 and describe the historiography of why the US  entered the war.
ii.   Why did the US get involved with Vietnam?  What were the effects of that escalation?
iii. Why did the US get involved with Vietnam?  How and why did the U.S. get out?

f. The Traumas of 1968 827
1. Tet Offensive

2. 1968 crises
3. Robert Kennedy

4. Political Assassinations

5. Riots

6. The 1968 DNC 
7. George Wallace

8. Richard Nixon

Questions
i. End-of-Chapter Review 706
·  Looking Back

·  Significant Events
Recall and Reflect, 631
g. A Timeline of seven to ten key events/developments

Chapter 30: The Crisis of Authority
Sub-Sections, Key Names and Terms, and Study Questions
a.  Setting the Stage 834
· “Looking Ahead”

i. What were some of the characteristics of of the social and cultural revolutions of the 1960s and 1970s?
ii. How did the Us strategy in Vietnam change under Nixon? What was the result of the Change in Strategy?

iii. What was the Watergate scandal and how did it affect the presidency?

b. The Youth Culture 835
1. New Left

2. SDS

3. Free Speech Movement

4. Weathermen

5. counterculture
6. Woodstock

7. Rock ‘N’ Rold
8. Hippies

Questions:


How was youth culture changing in the late 60s and early 70s?

c. The Mobilization of Minorities 840
1. termination policy

2. AIM

3. Wounded Knee
4. “Chicano Activism”
5. Cesar Chavez

6. Stonewall Riot

Questions: 

d. The New Feminism 845
1. Betty Friedan
2. The Feminine Mistique

3. Title VII, (Civil Rights Act 1964)

4. NOW
5. ERA
6. Roe v. Wade
7. Stephan Forbes

Questions:
1. What policies made the 1960s and early 1970s the “high point” of liberalism?

e. Environmentalism in a Turbulent Society 847
1. Stephan Forbes

2. Rachel Carson

3. EPA, Clean Air Act, and Clean Water Act
Question:

f. Nixon, Kissinger and the War 850
1. Henry Kissinger

2. Vietnamization

3. Cambodian bombings

4. Kent State

5. My Lai Massacre

6. Paris Peace Accords
7. The fall of Saigon
Question:
g. Nixon, Kissinger and the World 853

1. Nixon Doctrine
2. Multipolarity

3. Nixon visits China

4. “Six-Day War”
Question:

h. Politics and Economics Under Nixon 855
1. Silent Majority

2. Warren Court

3. Burger Court

4. OPEC

5. stagflation

Question:
i. The Watergate Crisis 858
1. Watergate scandal
2. “Saturday Night Massacre”
Question: 
i. How did the events of the 1960s and 70s lead to a widespread loss in faith in the government?

ii. Specifically, why was there a widespread loss in faith in government during the Nixon administration? 

iii. Describe the historiography of Watergate (858-859)

iv. How did the Supreme Court change American society in the 1960s & 70s? 

i. End-of-Chapter Review 861
1. Looking Back

2. Significant Events

Recall and Reflect, 
j. A timeline of seven to ten key events/developments
Chapter 31: From the Age of Limits to the Age of Reagan
Sub-Sections, Key Names and Terms, and Study Questions
1.  Setting the Stage 865
“Looking Ahead”

i. What economic and energy problem plagued the presidencies of Gerald Ford and Jimmy   
Carter? How did Ford and Carter attempt to deal with these problems?
ii. What was the New Right and what effect did its rise have on American politics?

iii. What was Reaganomics, and how did this policy affect the national economy?

2.  Politics and Diplomacy After Watergate 866

a. Gerald Ford

b. Jimmy Carter

c. “stagflation”

d. the “malaise” speech

e. Camp David Accords

f. Iranian hostage crisis

Question:

i. What were the successes of the Ford and Carter presidencies? What problems led to the “70s malaise”?
ii. Why are the Ford and Carter presidencies perceived as failures?
3. The Rise of the New American Right 869
a. The rise of the Sunbelt

b. suburban conservatism
c. evangelical Christianity

d. Moral Majority and Christian Coalition

e. New Right

f. Ronald Reagan

g. Reagan Coalition

h. The Tax Revolt

Questions: 

How did renewed activism from the left, and the failure of the Nixon administration set the stage for the Conservative Revolution?
What political forces led to the rise of the Conservative Movement (the “New Right”)? 

4. The “Reagan Revolution” 874
a. Corporate elites

b. Neo-conservatives

c. populist consevatives

d. Reaganomics

e. deregulation & “supply-side” economics

f. fiscal crisis

g. SDI

h. Reagan Doctrine

Questions:
i. What was the “Reagan Revolution”? How did Reagan’s policies change the country in the 1980s?

ii. How did Reagan’s foreign policies affect the United States in the 1980s?

iii. To what extent did Reagan era foreign policy change the world?

iv. How did Reagan and the Conservative Movement change the US?

5. America and the Waning of the Cold War 878
a. Mikhail Gorbachev

b. glasnost and perestroika
c. Tiananmen Square  massacre 

d. Savings and Loan Scandal
e. 16. Iran-Contra scandal

f. George H.W. Bush

g. the First Gulf War

h. Bill Clinton & Ross Perot

Questions:
i. How did communism collapse in Europe in the late 1980s and early 1990s and what was the U.S. role in ending the Cold War?

ii. In what ways did globalization change the US in the 1990s”
6. End-of-Chapter Review 883
1. Looking Back

2. Significant Events

Recall and Reflect, 
7.  A timeline of seven to ten key events/developments

Chapter 32: The Age of Globalization
Sub-Sections, Key Names and Terms, and Study Questions
1.  Setting the Stage 865
“Looking Ahead”

i. How did increasing partisanship affect the presidential elections of the 1990s and 2000s, and what were the effects of the presidential administrations of  those decades?

ii.  How did globalization account for the ups and downs of the national economy from the 1980s to the present day?

iii.  How did the terrorist attack of September 11, 2001, affect the American citizenry and American foreign policy?
2. The Resurgence of Partisanship 888
a. NAFTA

b. Health Care 

c. 1996 Election

b. Newt Gingrich

c. Budget Surpluses

d. Clinton impeachment

e. 2000 election 

f. George W. Bush

Question:
How did the conservative Republican Congress influence the Clinton presidency?
Why was the election of 2000 controversial?

How did renewed culture wars shape the Reagan/Clinton eras? 

3. The Economic Boom 892
a. New Business Practices

b. the Two-Tiered Economy

c. globalization

4. Science and Technology in the New Economy 894
a. the PC, the Internet & the WWW

b. the Human Genome Project

5. A Changing Society 896
a. demographic changes

b. economic progress and African Americans

c. underclass

d. AIDS epidemic

6. A Contested Culture 899

a. right to life movement

b. pro-choice movement

c. Rap Music

d. the Growth of Environmentalism

Question:
Summarize the historiography of “women’s history” on p. 902

7. The Perils of Globalization 902
a. Critics of the “New World Order”

b. Critics of Globalization

c. The Rise of Islamic Fundamentalism and Terrorism

d. Al Qaeda; Osama bin Laden

e. Patriot Act 2001

f. Iraq War

Question:
8. Turbulent Politics 909

a. No Child Left Behind

b. President Barack Obama

c. the Tea Party & political Gridlock
9. End-of-Chapter Review 913

Looking Back

Significant Events

      Recall and Reflect, 914

10. A timeline of seven to ten key events/developments
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